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Hon’ble President
26 March, the Independence Day of
Bangladesh. On the
occasion of our great
Independence
and
National Day, I extend
my heartfelt greetings
and warm felicitations
to my fellow countrymen living at home
and abroad.
On this historic day,
I recall with profound
respect Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh
Mujibur
Rahman, who proclaimed independence on 26 March, 1971.
Under his able leadership, we achieved our independence
through a nine-month long armed struggle. Today, I pay my
deep tributes to the martyrs and valiant sons of the soil,
who made the supreme sacrifices in the war of liberation.
I also recall with deep reverence our four National
Leaders, valiant freedom-fighters, organisers, supporters
and people from all walks of life for their unmatched
valour, immense contributions and courageous role that
accelerated the achievement of our victory. I remember
with deep respect our foreign friends who extended their
wholehearted support directly and indirectly in our war of
liberation in 1971.They sheltered millions of refugees who
fled from our country during war. The contributions of all
would be written in golden letters in the history of our
independence forever.
We have achieved our hard-earned independence
through huge sacrifices. Bangabandhu always cherished a
dream of building a happy and prosperous country along
with achieving political independence. Keeping that in
mind, the present Government has been rendering untiring
efforts in materializing the dream of Bangabandhu. The
growth rate of GDP is increasing constantly. Per capita
income is increasing and the rate of poverty is decreasing.
Our country has attained food-sufficiency owing to the
huge development in agriculture. The pace of advancement
in the sector of empowerment of women, social safety net
etc. is going on. Now the Padma Bridge is not a dream, it is
a reality. Bangabandhu Satellite-1 is waiting to be launched
into space.
Bangladesh is elevated from being a least developed
country (LDC) to a developing nation in context of three
indices of being a developing country. As a nation, it is
a great achievement for us. Bangladesh is now being
branded as a role model of development in the world. In

Hon’ble Prime Minister

pursuing our diplomatic objectives,
the government has been consistent
in upholding the principle of “Friendship to all, malice towards none” as
enunciated by Father of the Nation.
Our achievement in the international
arena is also commendable. Our
expatriate Bangladeshis have also
been making significant contributions
to our national economy through
sending their hard-earned remittances. Nevertheless, we have a long
way to go to achieve the desired goals
of independence. We must ensure
good governance, social justice,
transparency and accountability to
make the development people-oriented and sustainable.
Self-restraint and showing respect
for others’ opinion are important for
thriving and institutionalisation of
democracy. Therefore, we have to
maintain patience, self-restraint, and
forbearance in our national life. We
must show respect for others’ opinions. National Parliament would be
the centre of hopes and aspirations of
the people. For this, the ruling party
as well as the opposition would have
to play a constructive role. People of
Bangladesh are always peace loving.
They do not support any type of violence including militancy and terrorism.
Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman dreamt of transforming Bangladesh into ‘Sonar
Bangla’. The present Government has set ‘Vision 2021’ and
‘Vision 2041’ to materialize Bangabandhu’s dream into reality. Concerted efforts are imperative from all to implement
those initiatives.
Imbued with the spirit of war of liberation and democratic
values, let us work together irrespective of caste, creed and
party opinion to make our hard-earned independence more
meaningful. Let this be the pledge of our Independence and
National Day.

The Father of
the Nation

Bangabandhu
Sheikh
Mujibur
Rahman

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever.

MD. Abdul Hamid

President
The People’s Republic Of Bangladesh

Visit of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

A boost in ties with Singapore
BANGLADESHI Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina paid an
official visit to Singapore at the invitation of Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong from March 11 to 13. Her entourage
included Foreign Minister A. H. Mahmood Ali, M.P., State
Minister for Power and Energy Nasrul Hamid, senior

I convey my heartiest greetings and
congratulations to my countrymen as
well as as expatriate Bangalees on the
occasion of the great Independence
and National Day of Bangladesh.
26 March is the day of earning
self-identity for our nation. It’s the day
of breaking the shackles of subjugation, On the eve of the Independence
Day, I recall with deep gratitude the
greatest Bangalee of all time, the
Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, under whose
undisputed leadership we earned our
beloved independence. I pay my deep
homage to the three million martyrs
and 200,000 women who lost their
innocence in the War of Liberation. I
also pay my tributes to four national
leaders who led the War of Liberation.
My homage goes to the valiant freedom
fighters, including the wounded ones. I
extend my sympathies to those who
lost their near and dear ones, and were
subjected to brutal torture during the
war. I recall with gratitude our foreign
friends who had extended their wholehearted support and cooperation for
the cause of our liberation.
The Bangalee nation had fought
against Pakistani rulers’ oppression
and deprivation for 23 long years under the leadership of
Bangabandhu. They were compelled to hold general elections
in 1970. Bangladesh Awami League led by Bangabandhu won
overwhelming majority in the elections. But the Pakistani rulers
instead of handing over the power to the majority party in a
democratic way; they launched repressive measures against
them. Bangabandhu in his 7 March historic address at the then
Racecourse Maidan declared, “The struggle of this time is for
freedom, the struggle for this time for our independence.” He
instructed the Bangalee nation to resist the enemies.
The occupation forces launched a sudden attack and started
killing innocent and unarmed Bangalees on the black night of
the 25 March, 1971. They killed thousands of people in cities and
towns, including Dhaka. The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman officially proclaimed the independence
of Bangladesh at the first hour of the 26 March, 1971. Bangabandhu’s proclamation was spread all over the country through
telegrams, tele-printers and EPR wireless. The international
medial also circulated Bangabandhu’s proclamation of independence. Under the brave and dauntless leadership of Bang-

government officials and prominent business leaders
from Bangladesh.
During the visit, Sheikh Hasina paid a courtesy call on
President Halimah Yacob and had a bilateral meeting with
PM Lee at the Istana. During the meeting, she paid her

abandhu, we earned the
ultimate victory on the
December 16, 1971, after a
nine-month bloody war.
The independence,
earned through supreme
sacrifices of millions of
people, is the greatest
achievement of Bangalee nation. To ensure
that this achievement
remains meaningful, all
have to know the history
of our great liberation
war and retain the spirit of independence. The history has to
be passed on from generation to generation.
Being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle, the
Awami League government has been working relentlessly
to develop the country. During the last nine years, we have
implemented expected development programmes in all sectors. As a result, Bangladesh has emerged as a “role-model”
of socio-economic development. The world is now acclaiming
Bangladesh for attaining remarkable progress on socio-economic fronts. We will turn Bangladesh into a middle-income
country by 2021 and a developed one by 2041, Insha Allah.
The historic 7 March speech of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has been included
in the international memory of the world register as World
Democracy Heritage by UNESCO. This recognition of the 7
March speech has made the whole nation proud again.
We have executed the verdict of the killing case of Bangabandhu and most of his family members. The verdicts of cases
against those who committed crimes against humanity are also
being executed. Our government is maintaining “zero tolerance”
policy to tackle militancy and terrorism. We have stopped taking
over power in an undemocratic way through the 15th amendment
of the constitution. On this auspicious day, I urge the countrymen to foil any plot of the anti-liberation, communal forces and
anti-development and anti-democracy forces together.
Being imbued with the spirit of our great liberation war, let
us work together to advance our country’s development and
democracy and build a non-communal, hunger-poverty-free
and happy-prosperous Sonar Bangladesh as dreamt by the
Father of the Nation. On this historic day, this is our commitment.
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever.

Sheikh Hasina

Prime Minister
The People’s Republic Of Bangladesh

deep respects to the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew, the architect
of modern Singapore. She said that like Mr Lee, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had a similar vision to
transform Bangladesh into a golden Bengal — a country
of peace and prosperity.
She mentioned that her government is now working
to realise Bangabandhu’s dream. In this connection, she
referred to her development philosophy.
CONTINUED ON C5

Connecting you to global
business opportunities
Standard Chartered congratulates the nation of Bangladesh for 47 years of independence.
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With our extensive global network, in-depth market knowledge and wide-ranging suite of
products, we are well positioned to support your business growth and cross-border
financing needs.
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An orchid was
named after
Bangladeshi
Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina
during her
recent visit
to Singapore.
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Hon’ble Foreign
Minister

Message from

Hon’ble State Minister
for Foreign Affairs

Words from the

Today is March 26, the 47th Independence and National Day of Bangladesh.
Forty-seven years ago on this day, our
great leader, the greatest Bengali of
all time and the Father of the Nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
proclaimed the independence of
Bangladesh. Bangabandhu steered the
freedom-seeking nation to independence
through his visionary and charismatic
leadership. His historic 7 March speech
was a great inspiration for our Liberation
War. We celebrate our independence
day this year at a time when his historic
7 March speech has been recognized as
part of the Memory of the World Register
of UNESCO. At the same time, Bangladesh has graduated from the LDC group
to the developing country category. This
milestone feat of the country has been
officially confirmed by the United Nations
on the eve of the 98th birth anniversary
of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Due to our intense diplomatic efforts
and extensive engagement with the
international community, Bangladesh’s
relationship with other countries and
international organisations has reached
to a new height in recent years, both
in terms of depth and dimension. We
have been able to garner widespread
support from the international community on Rohingya issue and significant
progress has been made so far in this
regard. Today, Bangladesh stands out
in the comity of nations with its own
hard-earned reputation, development
achievements and self-esteem.
On this historic day, I wish to thank all

Today, 26 March, is the glorious Independence and National Day of Bangladesh. On this very day in 1971, our great
leader, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman declared independence of our
beloved motherland.
On this auspicious occasion, I recall
with deep reverence the greatest Bengali of all time, our Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
by whose clarion call the Bengali
started the War of Liberation against
the Pakistani occupation forces. I pay
my profound homage to the three million martyrs and 200,000 mothers and
sisters whose supreme sacrifice and
dishonour ushered us an independent
and sovereign Bangladesh coloured in
red and green. My respectful salute
goes to all freedom fighters including
the wounded war heroes. On this memorable moment of Independence Day, I
express sincere gratitude to all foreign
friends,
expatriate
Bangladeshis,
members of diplomatic front who
accelerated our victory by extending all
possible support during the Liberation
War of Bangladesh.
Our Father of the Nation, the great
architect of our Liberation War, dreamt
of a happy, prosperous, exploitation
free and equitable ‘Sonar Bangla’
(Bengal of Gold). His able successor
Sheikh Hasina, the leader of the
masses, has been working tirelessly to
realise this dream.
On this Day, I congratulate the
Bangladesh diaspora in every corner of
the world which has been contributing
immensely to our economic devel-

On the occasion of the Independence
and National day of Bangladesh, I pay
homage to the martyrs, freedom fighters
and their bereaved families, who made
supreme sacrifice for our liberation. I
also take this opportunity to congratulate our expatriate community at this
auspicious moment.
One of the main objectives of our
struggle for liberation was to build a
peaceful and prosperous nation. Since
independence, we have been making
sincere strides to achieve these objectives. Bangladesh today stands within the
community of nations as a peace-loving,
responsible and contributing member.
Our guiding principle, as espoused by
our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman remains,
‘Friendship to all, malice towards none’.
The Government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has adopted ambitious
development plans, ‘Vision 2021’ and
‘Vision 2041’ to unleash our development
potentials. We are making steady progress in achieving these goals. Despite
global economic recession, Bangladesh
has maintained a consistent GDP growth
rate of around 7 per cent nearly over a
decade. We have embarked on largescale infrastructure projects to match
our development aspirations. Our aim is
to build an inclusive, empowered, digital
and knowledge-based society.
With solid macro-economic fundamentals, stability and a domestic market
of 160 million people, I believe, Bangladesh is an ideal place for doing business.
Singapore can help us in training our
young workforce.
The relationship between Bangladesh
and Singapore is multifaceted and
based on shared values and common

the members of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and our Missions abroad for their
committed efforts in achieving our foreign
policy objectives and development goals
and promoting our national interests on
the world stage. I also congratulate the
Bangladesh diaspora in every corner of
the world who are immensely contributing to our development endeavours and
enhancing Bangladesh’s image abroad.
On this glorious day, being imbued with
the spirit of our great liberation war and
with a view to building Bangabandhu’s
dream of “Sonar Bangla” (Golder Bengal),
let us take a fresh vow to devote ourselves
to work from our respective positions
in advancing the ongoing development
efforts of the present government to
strengthen the hands of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and build a better
world for future generations.
Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.
(Abridged)

Abdul Hassan Mahmood
Ali, M.P.
Foreign Minister
The People’s Republic Of
Bangladesh

opment and brightening the image of
Bangladesh. I also thank all the members
of our Missions abroad who have been
working with sustained dedication and
commitment in achieving our foreign
policy objectives and promote national
interest of Bangladesh on the world
stage.
In this 47th year of the declaration
of our independence, let us make
a renewed pledge to devote ourselves
to work from our respective positions imbued with the spirit of Liberation War to build a ‘Sonar Bangla’
and also a better world for our future
generations.
Joy Bangla , Joy Bangabandhu.
May Bangladesh live forever.
(Abridged)

MD. Shahriar Alam, M.P.
State Minister
The People’s Republic Of
Bangladesh

High Commissioner

aspirations. In international forums, we
are cooperating with each other, for
example, in combating adverse effects
of climate change, fighting global
scourge of radicalisation and extremism,
upholding rule based and fair global
order. We look forward to deepening
our cooperation and engagement in the
years ahead.
We are thankful to the government
and people of Singapore for hosting
many Bangladeshi workers and providing
them with the employment opportunities. They are hardworking, peace-loving
and law-abiding people. They are
making significant contributions to the
economies of both the countries. On this
happy occasion, I would like to specifically acknowledge their contribution to
our nation-building.

MD. Mustafizur Rahman
High Commissioner
The People’s Republic of
Bangladesh to Singapore
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A boost in ties with Singapore
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‘Vision 2021’ aims to transform Bangladesh into
a knowledge-based, technology-driven middle-income country by 2021.
She expressed great satisfaction that Bangladesh
has also fulfilled the criteria for being termed a
developing country, from a least developed country,
during her time in office.
PM Lee appreciated her leadership and the way
Sheikh Hasina is steering the country towards economic prosperity.
Sheikh Hasina congratulated PM Lee on Singapore’s assumption of the Asean Chair this year. She

sought the support of Asean to help resolve the
longstanding Rohingya issue. In this connection,
she mentioned the enormous economic and social
burden faced due to the recent influx of over a
million of Rohingyas into the country.
She requested that Singapore, as the present
Chair of Asean, to assist in influencing Myanmar
authorities to find a durable and lasting solution
for the crisis. She also hoped that Bangladesh’s
request to become a dialogue partner of Asean
would be considered during Singapore’s chairmanship.
PM Lee commended Sheikh Hasina for her generously in hosting so many refugees. He said that it
is a complex issue that needs careful handling. He

also said Asean has discussed the matter to find the
best possible approach.
During her visit, the Bangladeshi Prime Minister
visited PSA International to see and learn about the
state-of-the-art port operations so that the same
can be emulated in Bangladesh.
She also attended the opening segment of a business summit organised by the Singapore Business
Federation (SBF). In her statement, she mentioned
that Bangladesh now has the most liberal investment policy in South Asia.
It includes protection of foreign investment by law,
generous tax holiday, concessionary duty on import
of machinery, remittances of royalty, 100 per cent
foreign equity, unrestricted exit policy, full repatriation of dividend and capital on exit and many more.
Other advantages include the young, industrious
and easily trainable workforce with competitive
wages, cheaper costs of establishing business and
duty-free quota free access to the markets.

Sheikh Hasina also exchanged views with a group
of leading investors from Singapore in a business
round-table. Emphasising that foreign investment
would be key, among others, in scaling up of her
development efforts, she mentioned the establishment of 100 Economic Zones (EZs) in different parts
of the country, of which Singaporean businessmen
can take advantage.
As is the usual practice involving visiting dignitaries, an orchid was named after her at a formal
occasion held at the Singapore Botanic Gardens.
It was the first visit of any Bangladeshi Head
of Government to Singapore in 14 years. It was a
recognition of leadership and global standing of
Sheikh Hasina, as well as the progress the country
has made during the term of her government.
Her visit was successful in infusing fresh impetus
to bilateral relations with Singapore. It is now be
our responsibility to carry forward the momentum
already created.

