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Driving
success
together

2019 events and initiatives planned
by the Australian High Commission
First quarter of 2019:
■ Australian Alumni New Year Welcome reception:
A welcome event at the High Commission Atrium
for alumni who have studied in Australia
■ Supporting Singaporean companies for the
Avalon Airshow
February: Supporting Singaporean companies
for Australia’s EvokeAg, Australia’s largest
agritechnology event
May: Asean-Australia Built Environment Forum
in Singapore
July 16 to 18: Supporting Australian cybersecurity
startups for 7th annual RSA Conference at Marina
Bay Sands
Second half of 2019: Australia and Singapore
in the Digital Economy Summit
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On the occasion of Australia Day on Jan 26, Bruce Gosper, the Australian High Commissioner to Singapore,
shares the exciting developments and opportunities for greater cooperation between both countries. BY AUDREY NG
Q: What message do you want to give to Australians
in Singapore this Australia Day?
A: Australia Day is an opportunity for all Australians to reflect on what it means to be Australian, our history, traditions and values, what we have achieved and what lies before us.
Our warm friendship with Singapore goes back more
than five decades and the Australian business and expatriate community in Singapore play a huge role in this.
Australia and Singapore should be proud of what we
have achieved together. I wish all Australians living and
working in Singapore a very happy Australia Day. I thank
all Singaporeans for their friendship and support – and
wish them all the best for their Bicentennial Year. Finally, I
encourage you all to use this day to celebrate our friendship with Singapore, which is what I will be doing.
Q: Please comment on the nature of diplomatic
relations between Australia and Singapore.
A: Australia's relationship with Singapore is one of our
closest and most comprehensive. It’s based on long-stand-

ing people-to-people, defence, education, trade, and science links, as well as our similar strategic outlooks and
shared interests.
We have much in common. We’re contending with social and economic adjustment and global economic headwinds. We view innovation as key to the future of our citizens. We have a shared understanding of geopolitical
challenges in our region. Our people and economies are
close. Singapore is among Australia’s top 10 trade partners globally and Singapore is the sixth largest foreign investor in Australia.
For the Australia-Singapore relationship, 2018 was a
fantastic year, bringing our nations closer together. We
were also proud to support Singapore’s chairmanship of
Asean.
In March, Australia hosted the Asean-Australia Summit, announcing a number of supporting initiatives
around the digital economy, smart cities and cybersecurity.
In July, we held the inaugural Australia-Singapore Infrastructure Investment Forum (ASIIF) and throughout

Mr Gosper hopes to
further strengthen the
relationship between
both countries by
supporting trade
agreements and
knowledge sharing
across sectors. PHOTO:
AUSTRALIAN HIGH
COMMISSION, SINGAPORE
September, we held Good Science = Great Business 2018:
An Australian Festival of Innovation in Singapore and
Asean to promote Australia’s science and research capability and investment opportunities.
We also strengthened our relationship in 2015 with the
signing of a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. This

has enabled freer movement for business people between
our countries, mutual recognition of more of our universities’ qualifications, new opportunities for the Singapore
armed forces to train in Australia, new cyber and
counter-terrorism cooperation; new innovation partnerships and fresh opportunities for our young people to
study and to work in each others’ countries.
We will continue our joint work to promote open trade
values, standards and rules with a focus on digital economy, strengthening cybersecurity cooperation at bilateral and regional levels and exploring further opportunities to support the development of infrastructure in our region.
Our partnership has more to deliver and it is important
to reflect on how much more we will need each other in
the years to come.
Q: What do you hope to achieve during your time in
Singapore?
A: I have been High Commissioner here for two years and I
look to 2019 with optimism and enthusiasm. My priorities
are four-fold. I want to work with Singapore to hold an
Asean Built Environment Forum in Singapore in May and
an Australia and Singapore in the Digital Economy Summit
in the second half of 2019. These events will help us explore opportunities in our region together.
Promoting open trade values and agreements in our region is also a priority, such as supporting the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership, which
entered into force at the end of 2018, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership which is still being negotiated, as well growing the relevance of the World Trade
Organization to Singapore and our region.
Lastly, building on our Good Science = Great Business
Festival, I am also keen to grow our innovation partnership with Singapore.

18

|

AUSTRALIA DAY

The Business Times | Thursday, January 24, 2019

Taking innovation further afield
Australian startups and research
institutions have benefited from
Singapore’s infrastructure and
resources and taken their business
to the next level. BY AUDREY NG

H

ELP is readily available for Australian businesses that are ready
to take their brilliant big ideas to
Asia but may need an extra hand
cracking into the market.
Landing Pad is a programme
by Austrade (Australian Trade
and Investment Commission), the
official international trade promotion and investment attraction agency of the Australian Government, that aids
market-ready startups and scaleups in entering five global
innovation hubs — Singapore, San Francisco, Tel Aviv,
Shanghai and Berlin.
The programme has brought more than 30 startups to
Singapore since its launch in early 2017.
Startups get a 90-day residency in a co-working space
at WeWork, tailored business advice and introductions to
strategic contacts such as investors, customers and research partners.
Through the programme, they have access to a community that supports Australian scale-ups, entrepreneurs
and innovative technologies, and can test and improve
their concepts within Singapore’s innovation infrastructure and leverage Austrade’s in-market network to conduct business development work in South-east Asia.
“Australian companies come to Singapore because it is
a regional hub for South-east Asia. It is also ranked among
the best in the world for its business environment and innovation infrastructure,” says Australian High Commissioner to Singapore Bruce Gosper.
“Austrade supports Australian companies by providing market intelligence, strategic advice and in-market
business services. This includes arranging introductions
for Australian companies to interested Singaporean partners, and hosting events and trade shows.
“We also work closely with Singaporean companies to
understand their business objectives and how Australia
can provide what they are looking for,” says Mr Taliessin
Reaburn, acting senior trade and investment commissioner for Austrade.
A company that has leveraged the Landing Pad programme with great success is Australian data sharing platform Data Republic, which opened its Singapore office in
June 2018.
It provides data sharing service for organisations such
as governments, banks, airlines and blue chip companies
without compromising on customer privacy and security.
Within six months of its entry into Singapore, Data Republic’s growth is set to soar as it has secured A$22 million (S$21.4 million) in a Series B funding round led by In-

Data Republic secured a sizeable investment from
Singtel Innov8. From left: Danny Gilligan, co-founder
of Data Republic; Edgar Hardless, CEO of Singtel
Innov8; and Paul McCarney, CEO and co-founder of
Data Republic. PHOTO: DATA REPUBLIC

Austrade’s Landing Pad programme helps ready-to-market Australian businesses enter the region with a
residency at co-working space WeWork and provides strategic advice and partnership opportunities.
PHOTO: AUSTRADE
nov8, Singtel’s corporate venture capital arm. Singapore
Airlines has also acquired a minority stake in the company.
“Our technology is already trusted by some of Australia’s largest banks, airlines and governments to effectively govern privacy and data security risks while sharing
data — but we recognise that maintaining this balance
between data liquidity and privacy is a global challenge.
Given our growth and the demands of our global clients,
expanding to Singapore makes sense.
“We’re looking forward to supporting the Singaporean
state’s ambition to be a world leader in the emerging
global data economy,” says Data Repulic CEO Paul McCarney.
Another company that entered Singapore via Landing
Pad in July 2017 is Sydney-based industrial technology developer, CEC Systems, which works in the shipping and logistics sector.
“Singapore has always been known as a global shipping
hub and for CEC Systems it is crucial that we position
ourselves where the key decision makers are,” says its
CEO Nicholas Press.
“The programme has helped to reduce the risk and uncertainty of moving into a new market and Singapore is
now CEC System’s global base,” he adds.

Since 2017, CEC Systems has been working with
A*Star’s Singapore Institute of Manufacturing Technology
(SIMTech) to enhance its core product COLLAPSECON
C-400, a shipping container that can be collapsed and combined when empty to reduce handling, storage space and
transportation costs.

Through Landing Pad, CEC Systems has partnered
with A*Star’s SIMTech to improve its collapsible
COLLAPSECON container. From left: SIMTech director
Lee Eng Wah; Senior Minister of State for
Communications and Information Sim Ann; Steven
Ciobo, former Australian minister for Trade, Tourism
and Investment; and Nicholas Press, managing
director and CEO at CEC Systems. PHOTO: CEC SYSTEMS

A MEETING OF MINDS
Australian universities have also seen the potential of
Singapore’s research capabilities and stepped up opportunities for collaboration.
In September 2018, Australian National University
(ANU) launched its Southeast Asia Liaison Office to foster
partnerships and collaboration with higher education and
research institutions and government agencies, while
James Cook University launched its Tropical Futures Institute to value-add to the research ecosystem of Singapore
and the region. Its first research pillar focuses on aquaculture and the next will focus on health promotion for ageing citizens.
Murdoch University’s Singapore Centre for Research in
Innovation, Productivity and Technology (SCRIPT) was
also established to support research on various productivity challenges facing Singapore.

Members of Austrade's Landing Pad cohort (from
left): Christopher Burns from TRAVLR; Amber Clare
from The Right Fit; Jason Edwards from Qualgro;
Elaine Starkey from Global Study Partners; Australian
Minister Michaelia Cash and Robert Spence from
Stirling Labs. PHOTO: AUSTRADE
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Above: The Global Switch data centre in Woodlands, for which Aurecon was contracted
to provide mechanical and electrical engineering services to its contractor. It is the first
project in Singapore to use prefabricated mechanical, electrical and plumbing (MEP)
modular techniques on a large scale. PHOTO: AURECON
Left: Artist’s impression of the upcoming Paya Lebar Quarter, one of Lendlease’s latest
projects in Singapore. PHOTO: LENDLEASE

Building smart for the future
Australian built environment companies have contributed
to Singapore’s landscape and through innovation and
strategic partnerships, grow their capabilities and
business across the region. BY AUDREY NG

A

USTRALIA and Singapore, both developed
countries, share many
similarities and opportunities for collaboration
to develop and advance
the built environment
sector, as new challenges arise from global economic and social
change.
“In many ways, the challenges facing our
economies, and those of the region are ones
that need the best built environment solutions,” says Australian High Commissioner
Bruce Gosper.
He also acknowledges the need to leverage

expertise from emerging technology such as
cleantech, property tech, data analytics and
Internet of Things (IoT), geospatial services
and mapping and sensor development to support the industry too.
“Infrastructure and major construction
can increase productivity, but increasingly
we are seeing the integration of digital infrastructure and the built environment driving
growth in key sectors,” he adds.
Some of Australia’s globally recognised
construction companies such as Lendlease
and Aurecon have long gained a foothold in
the Asian market by first establishing bases in
Singapore nearly 50 years ago.
Property infrastructure group Lendlease’s

first project was building HDB flats for Singapore and it opened its office here in 1973. It
now employs more than 800 people in Southeast Asia, including 500 in Singapore.
“Lendlease identifies Singapore as a key
gateway city, one that can typically withstand
property and economic cycles. This greatly
helps in increasing resiliency to our portfolio
of projects, including Paya Lebar Quarter,”
says Mr Justin Gabbani, chief financial officer,
Asia.
The soon-to-open Paya Lebar Quarter is a
S$3 billion, four-hectare development comprising three commercial towers, a retail
centre and 429 apartments. Lendlease’s portfolio also includes malls such as 313@somerset, Jem, Parkway Parade and numerous other
retail and office buildings in Singapore.
Innovation is an integral part of the company’s ethos, and it worked with Jones Lang
Lasalle to promote and support proptech startups through its Propell Asia accelerator
launched in June 2018. A first-of-its-kind pr-

Are you a Singaporean alumni of an Australian university
working in the built environment or technology ﬁelds?
The Australian High Commission in Singapore wants to hear
from you ahead of a series of alumni and industry events that
we will be holding in 2019. This will include an ASEAN Built
Environment Forum in Singapore to support Australia-Singapore
collaboration in the built environment and ASEAN smart city
development across our region.
To find out more and register your interest, please go to
https://singapore.embassy.gov.au/sing/events.html

Australian High Commission
Singapore

optech accelerator, it provided mentoring
and education to selected startups.
The startups received a S$20,000 cash
grant and pitched their products to an industry audience at the end of the programme.
“Innovation is one of our core values and it is
change that adds value for customers and
Lendlease. It is second nature here,” says Mr
Gabbani.
The company has utilised various new processes such as Integrated Digital Delivery
(IDD) at the Paya Lebar Quarter site, tapping
on the use of technologies such as drones and
Building Information Management (BIM) technology to increase efficiency and accuracy.

FOCUS ON INNOVATION
At engineering and infrastructure advisory
company Aurecon, too, innovation plays a big
part as it delivers projects such as Global
Switch’s new data centre in Woodlands.
It is the first project to use prefabricated
mechanical, electrical and plumbing (MEP)
modular techniques on a large scale. It applied a new Design for Manufacture and Assembly (DfMA) methodology that increased
productivity, improved quality and made the
construction process faster and safer.
“We believe that our innovations should be
shared with industry too and we’ve hosted
seminars discussing our best practices and
lessons from this data centre project with our
peers and clients, thereby boosting the industry’s confidence in adopting prefabricated
MEP systems for higher efficiency and quality,” says Philip Motteram, Aurecon’s Technical Director - Built Environment (Singapore).

The strong calibre
of Singapore’s
workforce has
also been crucial
to Aurecon’s
success, says
Aurecon’s
Philip Motteram.
PHOTO: AURECON

He adds that the strong calibre of Singapore’s workforce has also been crucial to Aurecon’s success, in addition to its strategic position as a gateway to South-east Asia.
In March 2018, Aurecon opened a Regional
Centre of Excellence for Digital Engineering,
supported by the Economic Development
Board. It will invest S$3 million over three
years to accelerate digital engineering and its
adoption in the construction industry in Asia.
The Centre’s experts, who are members of
Aurecon’s Digital Futures team, utilise data
analytics, artificial intelligence and IoT to
provide innovative solutions for Asian construction firms.
“The decision to establish our Digital Futures team into Asia was driven by increasing
regional demand for digital transformation in
the building and construction sector. The engineering and construction industry is not
spared from digital disruption, which is changing the way we work and live Whether it is a
Smart Building or a Smart Nation, we need to
reimagine engineering so as to shape and
design a better future,” says Mr Motteram.
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Australia’s national science agency sets up base
in Singapore to lead Asean innovation drive

I

N A more interconnected world facing rapid disruption, regional collaboration presents an opportunity for each country to play to their respective strengths, while creating more new
value than any individual nation can alone.
Recognising this opportunity, Australia’s national science agency, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO), has announced a new presence in the Asean region, based in Singapore to reach out across the region.
CSIRO has been solving the greatest challenges with innovative science and technology for over 100 years. From
decades-old challenges like reinventing agriculture for
the harsh Australian climate to today’s challenges like saving the Great Barrier Reef, CSIRO has brought together diverse coalitions of partners and scientific disciplines to
take on bold missions.
While its base in Singapore is new – strategically located to work with local innovation leaders and access the
rapidly growing Asean region – international collaboration has long been an intrinsic part of Australia’s national
science agency.
Fifty years ago, CSIRO’s famous astronomy satellite in
outback Parkes, NSW, known as “The Dish”, received the
first images of man walking on the moon through partnership with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nasa) in the United States.
That same radio astronomy technology informed
CSIRO’s invention of WiFi, which today connects the entire
world. And as the world’s next generation of astronomy infrastructure is built, CSIRO’s expertise developed the
19-beam receiver at the heart of the world’s largest radio
telescope, FAST, being built in China.
From literal moonshots to figurative ones, CSIRO will
use its hub in Singapore to strengthen coalitions beyond
Australian borders to deliver on regional moonshots like
transforming human health through precision medicine;
or sustainable management of the environment despite
unprecedented industrial growth.
CSIRO’s chief executive, Dr Larry Marshall, talks about
the Australian science agency’s plans in Asean.
Q: Dr Marshall, why is CSIRO establishing a presence in the
Asean region?
A: CSIRO exists to solve the greatest challenges, and the
rapid growth of the Asean region presents both a diverse
and complex array of opportunities, as well as a rich network of partners for us to work with on solving them. Applying our expertise at scale in the region means we can
tackle the next generation of common challenges, identify
mutually beneficial partnerships and bring different perspectives together.
Q: What specific Asean challenges is CSIRO thinking about?
A: In recent years, our work in the region has included optimising supply chains through South-east Asia with our

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
brings together diverse coalitions of partners and scientific disciplines

The rapid growth
of the Asean
region presents
both a diverse
and complex
array of
opportunities,
says Dr Marshall.

CSIRO chief executive Larry Marshall with Australian startups at SWITCH 2018.
TraNSIT modelling technology to increase the distribution efficiencies of goods and services around the region
and reduce waste.
We’re currently exploring new partnerships in additive
manufacturing, precision medicine, and futures modelling in pursuit of scientific excellence. We just started a
new precision health project with Nanyang Technology
University to look at healthy ageing, starting with the importance of gut health and exercise through the gut microbiome.
We’re enthusiastic about bringing together the emerging field of precision medicine with CSIRO’s strong record of research in areas like agriculture through value-added foods, like increasing fibre and resistant starch in
crops, and digital health, like the small, unobtrusive
sensor we’re currently developing that people with diabetes can wear to monitor their individual glucose levels.
These are powerful responses to the rise of lifestyle diseases, such as type 2 diabetes, obesity and certain kinds
of cancer, which are big challenges for both Australia and
Asean.
Energy demand growth is a big topic in Asean, and the
forecasts are the energy demand will grow quicker in
Asean than even in China over the next 15 years.

Murdoch University
wishes all our students
and alumni a very
Happy Australia Day

Q: What are the opportunities for CSIRO to play a role in
Asean’s energy future?
A: We’re really excited about the opportunities already
emerging in hydrogen. Our researchers can now extract ultra-high purity hydrogen from ammonia by using a
unique membrane technology, making it possible to
safely transport hydrogen using existing fuel transport infrastructure.
Our faith in this work was recently affirmed when
Fortescue Metals Group signed a $20 million partnership
with us to continue development and commercialisation
of hydrogen technologies.
In the broader Asian region, we’re seeing commercial
demand from nations such as Japan and South Korea rapidly improving and organisations like Toyota and Hyundai investing in hydrogen-powered cars.
A hydrogen-powered future could unlock growth and
jobs for the Asean region while reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and reliance on fossil fuels.
Q: Silicon Valley has dominated innovation narratives,
but now Asian nations are becoming their own digital hubs.
How do you see Asean and Australia achieving that vision?

A: Working in Silicon Valley for 25 years, I saw first-hand
the magic of their ecosystem, but looking at the global
growth of new ventures here in Asean and in Australia, the
Valley certainly doesn’t have a monopoly on digital innovation.
A few years ago, CSIRO created the nation’s first science accelerator, ON, and our innovation fund, managed
by Main Sequence Ventures, to move more of our
benchtop breakthroughs into market.
Our Singapore launch showcased a number of ON
graduates, including telehealth platform Coviu, biofuel developers Folear, weather-forecasting technology
Cloud180CAM, and gut-health diagnostic tool NoisyGuts,
demonstrating the depth and breadth of innovation coming out of Australia’s research organisations and developing people-to-people connections between Australia and
the region. We’re also thrilled to have Temasek make a substantial investment in the CSIRO Innovation Fund.
Q: You mention Temasek there, and Nanyang Technology
University earlier, so what are the partnerships CSIRO will
pursue to bring this all together?
A: Around the world, nations are realising that real innovation is too hard to do on your own anymore. It requires too
many disciplines, too many insights. It needs to be a team
sport. Fortunately, collaboration has always been CSIRO’s
business model.
Singapore is an innovation beacon in the Asean region,
and CSIRO already has some great partnerships we’re excited to continue growing, especially with A*Star, Nanyang Technology University, National University of Singapore and the Singapore University of Technology Design.
Collectively, we’re also engaging with Asean governments
businesses, investors and entrepreneurs as essential
team players in an ecosystem to make innovation happen.
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