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Economic, political and social progression
A message by His Excellency Zakariya Al Saadi, Consul General of the Sultanate of Oman to Singapore

N
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said. Oman
has contributed to peace, safety and
stability within its borders and in the
region. PHOTO: MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, OMAN

OV 18 is a special date
in Oman’s calendar. It
is the birth date of our
beloved leader, His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, and our
National Day. Every
year, this day is celebrated with utmost joy and happiness.
The 49th National Day today highlights
Oman’s progress and prosperity under the
leadership of His Majesty, who laid the foundations for modern Oman. The achievements
of the past 49 years reveal the huge efforts
made in all sectors.
Oman has contributed to peace, safety,
and stability within its borders and in the region, during the transition from the 1970s to
the 21st century. Its economic and social
achievements have boosted the living standards of Omani citizens.
The establishment of the basic law of
Oman and its amendments have ensured the
rule of law. They have allowed deep cooperation between executive and legislative institu-

tions within the framework of equality, independence of the judiciary, and facilitation of
justice for citizens.
On Oct 27 this year, the Majlis Ash’shura
(Shura Council) held its ninth-term elections.
More than 49 per cent of the population
voted, a slight increase compared with previous elections. This included overseas votes.
Two women won seats in the Majlis
Ash’shura, compared with one in the previous
election.
Balloting was easy and smooth, thanks to
arrangements made by the Ministry of Interior. It was conducted electronically for the
first time in all stages, starting with registration of new voters. It used a 100 per centOmani designed and manufactured electronic
device.
It had been developed over the years and
made suitable for all voters, including the disabled.
The Sultanate has won recognition in a
number of competitiveness indicators released by international institutions. For example, it ranks first in freedom from terror-

Progress in elections
and judicial system
By Rachael Boon
IN the ninth term of Majlis Ash’shura elections, held on Oct 27, Oman witnessed several turning points – such as electing more women to the Shura Council, and using technology for efficient voting.
The Shura Council, the lower house of the
Oman Council, enjoys extensive legislative
and oversight powers. It examines draft laws,
development plans, the State’s annual
budget, and economic and social agreements.
The elections mark one of Oman’s highlights for its 49th National Day on Nov 18,
among the achievements for the country in
2019.
According to the Higher Committee and
the Main Committee for the Majlis Ash’shura

ism, reliability of police services, independence of the judiciary, road quality, efficiency
of port services, and open data. All these reflect the efforts of the government in various
economic, social, service, and other sectors.
Also, a national conference to formulate a
Future Vision Oman 2040 strategy was held
on Jan 27-28 this year. It involved a large base
of sectors, including those from Singapore.
Their participation is key to successfully devising a draft strategy, to meet the expectations of all segments of Omani society, and
rally the cooperation of all sectors.
To fulfil the requirements of Oman Vision
2040, and launch the Omani economy into a
new stage and attract investments, the Sultanate is making extensive efforts to promote its
favourable investment climate and facilities,
including the Special Economic Zone at Duqm
and free zones elsewhere.

OMAN-SINGAPORE RELATIONS
Oman and Singapore’s relations date back centuries. Muscat Street in Kampong Glam, and

The elections mark one of Oman’s
highlights for its 49th National Day.
PHOTO: MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, OMAN

9th Term Elections, 350,581 Omanis cast
their votes this year.
They elected two women in this year’s elections, boosting the presence of women in
politics in Oman.
Nasser bin Sulaiman al Sibani, Deputy
Chairman of the Public Authority for Radio
and Television, and Chairman of the media
committee for the elections, told Oman Daily
Observer that having two elected female candidates is a positive indication for women’s
participation in the elections, and the overall
voter turnout reflected political awareness of
the Omanis.
Talal bin Ahmed al Sa’adi, Secretary of the
Main Committee of Elections, noted: “The
members of the Majlis Al Shura elected, re-

flect the choices of Omani voters, their hopes
for the ninth term of the Majlis Al Shura, and
their discharge of their legislative and supervisory functions and powers as per the Legislative System promulgated by the Royal Decree (101/96) on Nov 6, 1996, and its amendments.”
Judicial supervision under the judicial system is part of the goal to support and facilitate
Oman’s development. The Supreme Judicial
Council was established by Royal Decree No
(9/2012), and is under the chairmanship of
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

Among the Supreme Judicial Council’s
aims are “consolidating values, ideals and ethics of judicial work, taking care of its systems”
and working on the independence and development of judiciary in Oman.
Oman is also reportedly one of the few
Gulf states that encourage women to join
politics. In 1994, it was the first Gulf state to
give women the right to vote and stand for
public office, and in 2004, Oman’s first female
minister, responsible for higher education,
was appointed.
All these are small and steady strides
Oman is making to give women their voice in
politics. The ninth term of Majlis Ash’shura
elections also marked the move to embracing
technology, to encourage voters at home and
overseas.
The Ministry of Interior, which oversees

CrimsonLogic Wishes the People and the Sultanate of Oman
C

Heartiest congratulations to the Sultanate of Oman,
the Royal Family and citizens on its 49 th National Day.
We are delighted to be your faithful technology partner to Oman
these past years and will continue to journey with the Sultanate on your
digital government transformation as well as Global Trade connectivity.
– Eugene Wong, Chairman of CrimsonLogic

www.crimsonlogic.com

the Jewel of Muscat – the replica of an ancient
Omani ship at Maritime Experiential Museum
& Aquarium – signify the historical ties
between the two friendly countries.
Oman and Singapore share the same aspirations of economic prosperity and social stability. Our trade has broadened in range from
oil and gas and goods, to tourism, aquaculture, urban planning, training, and IT.
Most importantly, people-to-people relations have widened, and Singapore has become one of the favourite destinations of
Oman tourists and honeymooners. The number of Singaporeans visiting Oman has also
been increasing yearly. In 2019, two major
Omani companies, OXEA Pte Ltd and Orpic,
opened their offices in Singapore, reflecting
the growing ties between the Sultanate of
Oman and Singapore.
The Oman-Singapore relationship has continued to develop and diversify positively
over the years. Once again, I would like to affirm that our ties of friendship and cooperation will continue to promote the progress
and growth of both our nations.

the voting process, introduced several enhancements, such as online registration at the
Electoral Register, electronic logging for those
wanting to contest the elections, and a touchscreen device. The device, called Swatak, or
Your Voice in English, was deemed a major
achievement. “The device … was developed
during years of hard work of our national
cadre,” said Mr Al Sa’adi.
The Ministry of Interior also launched an
online system for voters from outside the Sultanate, through a smartphone application
that operates an authenticated PKI-enhanced
SIM card, used by telecommunication companies in the Sultanate.
Mr Al Sa’adi added that the elections were
“electronic” across the entire process, from
new voter registration to the announcement
of candidates and voters, as well as operations. There were 994 voting machines distributed to 110 polling stations, and Bausher,
Thamrait, and Khasab included a voting
centre for women, so that voters outside their
wilayats could cast their votes easily.
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Twin engines
helping to boost
Oman’s economy
Tourism and logistics are part of the Sultanate’s strategy
to take the country to greater heights. BY RACHAEL BOON

O

MAN’S golden sand tanate in a 12-month period, up 3.5 per cent
dunes and expansive in 2016, according to the Ministry of Informadeserts make the old- tion. It says: “These positive developments
est independent state are a direct outcome of the Sultanate’s ecoin the Arab world a nomic diversification policies, in which
unique winter destina- strong new support is coming from the tourtion. Strong support ism sector.”
from the tourism secOman’s tourism strategy is to develop 14
tor has made the winter tourist season – tourist resort complexes throughout the Sulwhich starts from October to end-April – the tanate, and it is currently in Phase 1, which
country’s most popular season.
began in 2016 and is slated to be completed
Temperatures can reach up to 45 degrees by 2020.
Celsius in warmer seasons, but the balmy
Zakariya Al Saadi, Oman’s Consul-General
weather starts to dip as October approaches, to Singapore, tells The Business Times: “Tourenticing tourists to 3,165-km long coasts, ism is one element of diversification, a policy
mountains and plains that are best enjoyed in that Oman’s government is enhancing.”
the cooler months.
Key highlights for
Saleh bin Ali Al Khaifi,
visitors planning a
Director of Tourism Protrip to Oman include
motion and Marketing at
its annual Muscat
the Ministry of Tourism,
Festival, which recogtells the Times of Oman
nises the heritage
that “the intensification
and unique identity
of the promotional drive”
of Omani society.
for the winter season
The festival fearaised profitability for
tures creative talent
Oman is in a strategic position with
companies, hotels and good traffic.
including poets and
small- and medium-sized
writers, among othenterprises.
ers, who will show“It has also resulted in an increase in the ar- case their art through a series of lectures, literrival of tourists, leading to rise in tourism rev- ary seminars, poetry recitals and other culenues,” the director adds.
tural events.
By the end of 2018, the number of hotel es2020’s edition will be a greater extravagtablishments in Oman was 412, with a total of anza, as the Muscat Municipality announced
22,182 rooms.
in May that private-sector companies will be
The Ministry of Information says that in able to invest in and organise the Muscat Fest2018 and 2019, 55 new hotel projects – ran- ival 2020.
ging from one- to five-star facilities – will be
The festival starts on Jan 16 and runs until
completed. Furthermore, four camping sites Feb 15, with events being held in Naseem
are scheduled to be opened by 2019. The ex- Park, Al Amerat Park and the Al Madina Auditpansion of facilities for tourism is meant to orium in Qurum.
deal with the increasing number of tourists to
The Sultanate is serious about becoming a
Oman.
global logistics hub, having set up governIn 2017, 3.3 million visitors visited the Sul- ment holding company Oman Global Logist-

Above: “Ports are a mainstay of the logistics sector, and the Sultanate’s port network consists of four main facilities – the Sultan
Qaboos Port (above), Sohar Port, Salalah Port, and Duqm Port,” says the The Ministry of Information. Below: Oman’s golden sand
dunes make the oldest independent state in Arab world a unique winter destination. PHOTOS: MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, OMAN

ics Group (ASYAD) in June 2016.
The group oversees constituent companies of the logistics sector that the government
is a direct owner or shareholder of. This includes road, rail and sea transport firms, and
ports, among others.
Oman is in a strategic position with good
traffic, with access to the Sea of Oman, the Arabian Sea, and the Indian Ocean.
As part of its logistics strategy, known as
SOLS 2040 or Sultanate of Oman Logistics
Strategy 2040, Oman has been working to develop its ports to attract investment.
The Ministry of Information notes: “Ports
are a mainstay of the logistics sector, and the

Oman Trading
International (OTI)
wishes the Sultanate
and the people of
Oman a Happy 49th
National Day

Oil is the most vital lubricant in keeping the wheels of Oman’s
economy spinning and revving up its growth and success. With
demand growing for both crude oil and natural gas in the years to
come, OTI will continue to play a pivotal role in propelling the
Sultanate towards an even rosier future.
Today, OTI is a global player in the international energy market,
constantly growing a bigger network of trusted suppliers and
customers. Having commenced trade as a marketer of Omani
crude and refined products, OTI has strategically shaped its
business lines across five main areas of focus including crude oil,
refined products, petrochemicals, Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) as
well as a diversified dry bulk portfolio.
OTI is proudly 100% owned by the Government of the Sultanate of
Oman and is the country’s international commodities trading
arm. Leveraging its extensive network that links markets in the
East and West, OTI is well positioned to play its global role in
trading oil petroleum products, petrochemicals and reducing
carbon emissions.

OMAN TRADING INTERNATIONAL (SINGAPORE) PTE LTD
260 Orchard Road, #19-02 The Heeren • Singapore 238855

Sultanate’s port network consists of four main
facilities – the Sultan Qaboos Port, Sohar Port,
Salalah Port and Duqm Port”.
Enterprise Singapore has noted that the
4,500-ha Sohar Port and Freezone, which has
more than US$26 billion in investments,
provide business opportunities for Singapore
companies. Firms can look for such opportunities in four main clusters – logistics, metals,
petrochemicals and the Food Zone.
The Food Zone is meant to be the region’s
first dedicated agro bulk terminal, with integrated facilities for food manufacturing, packaging and food logistics.
The Duqm port is also of interest to Singa-

pore companies, as it is near international
shipping lanes, with access to Asian and
African markets, says the Ministry of Information. The multi-purpose port, with a 7-km
long breakwater, 18-m port basin and 19-m
entrance channel, is “a major income-generating project for the national economy, contributing strongly to the goal of diversification”,
the Ministry adds.
There is also an element of tourism in the
port network, seen in the Sultan Qaboos Port.
Under the plan, the area is set to become a
centre for tourist and cultural activities, with
the aim of attracting investment in the tourism and real estate sectors.
The Oman Tourism Development Company, known as Omran, will implement the
overall development plan to convert the Sultan Qaboos Port into a tourist port, while an
ASYAD-affiliated port company will manage
operations.
The Sultan Qaboos Port district is set to be
a lively destination, featuring hotels and
glitzy malls, with a touch of culture in the
form of art galleries and museums.
The Ministry of Information says: “Under
the supervision of the Ministry of Transport
and Communications, SOLS is operating on
the premise that the logistics sector will, by
2040, be contributing some 14 billion Omani
rial (S$49.5 billion) to gross domestic
product.”

