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KSA opens up for tourism
STARTING September 2019, visitors
from 49 nationalities – including Singapore – can avail of a one-year, multiple
entry visa that allows them to spend
up to 90 days in the KSA. The cost of
the e-Visa or Visa on arrival is 440
SAR/S$160 (including VAT). On October 1, 2019, H.E. Saad Saleh Al-Saleh
the Saudi Ambassador to Singapore,
announced at a press conference held
in Singapore, the launch of the new
visa system with the words: “It is a historic milestone in the implementation
of Vision 2030. It will continue the ongoing process of opening and connecting the Kingdom to the world and will
help to diversify the country’s eco-

nomy in line with Vision 2030 objectives to reduce its dependence on oil.”
The Ambassador also said that
opening the Kingdom to tourism will
provide visitors an excellent opportunity to discover the warm hospitality of its people, its natural beauty,
rich heritage and vibrant culture.
Among KSA’s unique heritage attractions are the UNESCO World Heritage
Site at Al-Diriyah, the Al-Ula and Jeddah Historical District. The Kingdom
anticipates an increase in international and domestic visits to 100 million a year by 2030, attracting significant foreign and domestic investment
and creating a million jobs.

President Halimah’s visit to widen
greater cooperation & opportunities
THE first State Visit by the Singapore’s Head of State to the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) from Nov 5-8,
2019, is the first by a Singapore President in the history of diplomatic relations between both countries.
Saudi Arabia’s Ambassador to
Singapore, H.E. Saad Saleh Al-Saleh
said in an interview that it also commemorates how: “The relations
between the KSA and the Republic are
witnessing growth and development
in all fields. The continuous visits
between the leaderships and officials
of the two countries reflect their keenness to achieve progress in bilateral
relations.”
Ambassador Saad further elaborated: “The visit also reflects the level
of aspirations to enhance the excellent cooperation between the two
countries in order to open new paths
in various fields. During the visit, Her
Excellency will meet the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Salman
Bin Abdul Aziz and HRH Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Bin Ab-

Transformation of kingdom

dul Aziz and other Saudi High Officials.
“We look forward to the visit paving the way for Singapore to contribute to the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 to
achieve its development goals and
create investment opportunities and
mutual projects in the two countries.”

“The rise in foreign
investment in the
KSA is providing
opportunities
to international
companies to
transfer skills,
expertise and best
practices to the
country in sectors
such as education,
healthcare
and tourism.”
H.E. Ambassador
Saad Saleh Al-Saleh,
Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
to Singapore

President Halimah’s visit comes at a
time when the Saudi economy and social structure is undergoing significant transformation initiated by the
Kingdom’s Vision 2030 national development plans, launched by the
Crown Prince in 2016.
Ambassador Saad said: “The Kingdom is witnessing a remarkable economic transformation as it diversifies
its economy away from oil, and the
rise in foreign investment in the KSA
is providing opportunities to international companies to transfer skills, expertise and best practices to the country in sectors such as education,
healthcare and tourism.”
With regard to the societal front,
H.E. said: “Vision 2030 stressed that
Saudi women are an important component of our strength, and included
a commitment to developing their talents, investing their energies and enabling them to have the right opportunities to build their future and contribute to the development of our society and economy.”

SM Tharman Shanmugaratnam with HRH Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman.

SM Tharman: More can be done together
SENIOR Minister and Coordinating
Minister for Social Policies, Tharman
Shanmugaratnam visited Saudi Arabia
in January 2019 to discuss bilateral
ties with HRH Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman. He made another trip in July where he met Saudi
ministers and had a dialogue with
senior bankers and officials hosted by
the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority.
SM Tharman had spoken to Saudi
Arabia Your Gateway to the Middle
East magazine about bilateral ties,
how Singapore can contribute to the
Kingdom’s Vision 2030 and the opportunities ahead. In SM Tharman’s two
visits to the Kingdom this year, he had
built on the warm and longstanding relationship between both countries. He
said: “We already have meaningful cooperation on several fronts, including
education, urban planning, the Hajj
pilgrimage, and security. Our econom-

ies complement each other very well.
Singapore is a small nation, but our
niche strengths are relevant to Saudi
Arabia’s ambitious plans to transform
its economy. We also have a high degree of respect for each other.
“ These features of our relationship
set the basis for deeper ties in the
years to come. Further, over 50 leading Saudi companies, including Saudi
Aramco, SABIC and financial institutions, base their regional offices in
Singapore. Many Singapore companies also operate in Saudi Arabia, including PSA International’s collaboration with the Public Investment Fund
on Saudi Global Ports in Dammam.
However, there is much more we can
do together.” SM Tharman said Singapore was optimistic about moving to a
higher level of cooperation and partnership, and looks forward to President Halimah Yacob’s State Visit to
Saudi Arabia.
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