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BON VOYAGE

Motorcycle
adventures

A quaint
yellow bridge
links Nusa Lembongan
and Nusa Ceningan.

Carolyn Hong discovers

scenic spots while getting lost
on the Indonesian islands
of Nusa Lembongan
and Nusa Ceningan

PHOTOS: CAROLYN HONG, ISTOCK

Above:
Devil’s tears
cliff in Nusa
Lembongan.

Up to
45% OFF 2nd Pax*
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The Best Worldwide Holidays. The Best Real Experience. The Best Value.

Simply the Best
7D Best of Scotland

2nd pax fr $1418

Dep: May 5,9,19,23

8D Amazing Britain

2nd pax fr $1468

Dep: May 4,11

9D Spanish Wonder

2nd pax fr $1688

Dep: May 4,11,18,25

Land Only

10D Best of Morocco
Dep: May 17,29

11D Best of Croatia & Slovenia
Dep: May 5,19,26

8D Contrasts of Switzerland
Dep: May 12,19

2nd pax fr $2028
2nd pax fr $2298
2nd pax fr $2608

7D Wonders of St Petersburg & Moscow

13D Best of Italy

10D Prague, Vienna & Budapest

14D Scenic Scandinavia & Its Fjords

Dep: May 6,13,27

Dep: May 3,10,17,24

2nd pax fr $1738
2nd pax fr $1778

Dep: May 1,3,5,10,12
Dep: May 5,12,19

Essentials by Us, Tailored by You
8D England & Scotland Heritage
Dep: May 15 Jun 5

8D Britain & Ireland Delight
Dep: May 13

8D Irish Wonder
Dep: May 12

8D Jewels of France
Dep: May 25 Jun 22

9D Spanish Experience
Dep: May 18,25 Jun 15

9D Highlights of Sicily
Dep: May 18

2nd pax fr $988
2nd pax fr $1078
2nd pax fr $1098
2nd pax fr $1098
2nd pax fr $1138
2nd pax fr $1178

8D London to Rome Highlights
Dep: May 5,12

10D Imperial Highlights
Dep: May 3

10D Italian Scene
Dep: May 24

15D Bohemian Highlights
Dep: May 11,23

12D Highlights of Scandinavia
Dep: Aug 7

14D European Accent
Dep: May 8

2nd pax fr $3128
2nd pax fr $3368
Land Only

2nd pax fr $1208
2nd pax fr $1268
2nd pax fr $1428
2nd pax fr $1658
2nd pax fr $1968
2nd pax fr $1988

*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. All information is correct at time of print. Trafalgar (TA 731)
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Travel Revolution Countdown Sale
Grab Preview Offers by This Sun, 24 Mar

CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6212 9684

150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm
Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm www.ChanBrothersFreeNEasy.com

eTravelAdvisor App

Download & get
exclusive ﬂash sales,
limited-time deals & more

have a confession: I am scared of riding motorbikes.
But there were not really any other practical
option to explore Nusa Lembongan and Nusa
Ceningan — tiny islands off mainland Bali —
given their maze-like pathways and narrow
bridges.
My husband is accustomed to the challenging
dirt roads of our home village in Sarawak, but I
panicked as I perched on that tiny moving seat.
Gradually, it began to feel pretty sweet to be
traversing through the landscape without protective metal around us.
We could smell the sea and air, feel the wind,
and see people tending to their outdoor prayer
altar. We could hear them say hello to us, and we
could say hello back. That made our visit to these
two islands a whole lot more fun.

Rustic charm

Visitors to Bali Nusa Lembongan and Nusa

Ceningan may be reminded of what Bali used to
be before it became a tourist magnet.
Quiet, rustic and oh, such gorgeous scenery.
Both islands are not exactly off the beaten track
as there are resorts, restaurants and day-trippers,
but they are not overrun either.
At Nusa Lembongan, we stayed a few nights
in one of a cluster of chalets with thatched roofs,
surrounded by residential homes (that houses
not just humans, but also chickens and dogs) in
a village. Its owner told us that his wife had run a
homestay here for almost a decade before he quit
his job to expand it into a guesthouse as business
picked up.
That story made us feel hopeful that Bali’s
tourism boom has not bypassed the local people.
While this family-owned enterprise was not a fivestar accommodation, there was so much heart in
its story, and so much warmth and friendliness as
the owner shared his dreams with us.
The next morning, we hired a purple motor-

cycle to head up the hill to explore the area.
We found the roads confusing to navigate and
promptly got lost.
A few random turns led us to an empty beach
and upon backtracking, we somehow found
ourselves outside a temple elsewhere. But we
eventually found our bearings on a coastal road
meandering along a scenic stretch of water.

Scenic discoveries

Virtually everywhere on Nusa Lembongan offered
unparalleled views of the water. We particularly
loved walking on the cliffs between Sunset Beach
and Dream Beach, and the spectacular cliff outcrop called Devil’s Tears. The surf there can rise
above the shore, so it is wise to keep an eye out for
waves that can surge metres high and wash right
over the cliffs.
It was mesmerising to watch the waves roll into
a blowhole before bursting forth with a mighty
spray dubbed the Devil’s Tears. Sometimes,

delicate rainbows form in the spray, quivering for
a few seconds before disintegrating into drops
drifting into the ocean.
Getting across from Nusa Lembongan to Nusa
Ceningan was a breeze on a motorcycle. There is a
quaint yellow bridge linking the two islands, and
it functions as a busy highway for locals and tourists to cross between the islands. Some years ago,
it collapsed and caused several tragic fatalities,
but the reconstruction seemed sturdy.
If you compare both islands, you will find that
Nusa Ceningan has far fewer tourist amenities. But
we found it fun to explore its pathways to seek out
vantage points for the most stunning views of the
bluest, fiercest ocean waves.
We did not have a map, so we made turns at
random and ended up at a quaint eatery perched
on a cliff top with breathtaking views.
CONTINUED ON D12

Left:
A swing in
the sea along
the coast of
Nusa Ceningan.
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BON VOYAGE

BEAUTIFUL ONE DAY
PERFECT THE NEXT

Getting there

Cliff-top
eatery at
Nusa
Ceningan.
PHOTO:
CAROLYN HONG
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Motorcycle
adventures

TRAVEL REVOLUTION COUNTDOWN SALE
GRAB PREVIEW OFFERS
BY THIS SUN, 24 MAR

Gold Coast, Queensland

PERFECT WONDER

PERFECT FAMILY FUN

PERFECT ENCOUNTER

Great Barrier Reef, Cairns

Warner Bros. Movie World, Gold Coast

Whale Watching, Gold Coast

PACKAGE TOURS

Hotline: 6212 9660

7D GOLD COAST WITH 3 WORLDS
& FARM EXPERIENCE

Sea World Movie World Dreamworld
SkyPoint Observation Deck
Jetboat Ride
Mt Nathan Winery
Dep: Apr - Sep

Up to

$300 OFF
fr $

Return Airfare 1-Way Airport Transfer
2N Accommodation in Port Douglas
4D Hertz Car Rental (1.8-Litres) With NeverLost GPS
Full-Day Outer Reef Cruise With Snorkelling
fr $
Rainforestation Nature Park Tour

1338

5D GOLD COAST WATERFRONT HOLIDAY HOMES
Up to

$300 OFF

Per Couple*

1688

fr $

7D CAIRNS EXPLORER

5N Stay in Cairns With
No Need for Change of Hotel
UNESCO World Heritage Site
Great Barrier Reef
Hand-Feeding of Kangaroos
& Wallabies at Wildlife Habitat
Dep: Apr - Sep

7D CAIRNS & THE GREAT BARRIER REEF DRIVE

Per Couple*

7D GOLD COAST WITH DOLPHIN EXPERIENCE

Stay on Moreton Island
Fishing & Yabby Pumping on
Catch a Crab Cruise Oyster Farm
Hand-Feeding of Wild Dolphins
Movie World Dreamworld
Dep: May - Sep

Hotline: 6212 9684
2 to Go, Daily Departure

1988

4N Luxury Holiday Home Accommodation in Gold Coast
7D Hertz Car Rental (1.8-Litres)
With Neverlost GPS
1st Child
10min Sea World Helicopter Ride
TRAVELS
FREE*
Movie World, Sea World
& Paradise Country
Land Only based on 6 share fr $
Admission

788

6D THE GREAT QUEENSLAND CAMPERVAN ROAD TRIP
Up to

$400 OFF

Per Couple*

2338

fr $

5N Holiday Parks Powered Site Camping Fee
6D Britz Campervan Rental
Choice of
With Max. Insurance &
1 Unique Experience
"Sizzle & Stay Connected" Bundle
Full-Day Great Beach Drive 4WD Tour
Land Only fr $
Australia Zoo Admission

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change fr $0 to $205

1188

*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. While stocks last.
All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)

CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6438 8880

WWW.CHANBROTHERSAUSTRALIA.COM

150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm

We were not hungry but felt compelled to stay to
admire the views.
It is easy to sit there all day, mesmerised by the
waves — and cliff jumpers. This is a popular spot
for daredevils to leap dozens of metres into the
crashing waves below. Surprisingly, there was no
shortage of them, and each stunt brought my heart
leaping to my throat.
For sure, I would not let my husband try it. For
the less adventurous, there was a zipline that provided a few adrenaline-fuelled seconds of flying
through the sky.
Our decision to visit the two islands was a
good one — it felt like being on a holiday within a
holiday. We did not feel rushed and slowed down
our pace. In fact, we spent a lot of time just sitting
around, watching life go by, and chatting with
people around us.
Our trip ended on a memorable note. As we
were returning to our accommodation one day,
we tipped the motorcycle over on a tight sandy
corner. We took a tumble but, fortunately, fell
lightly and suffered only minor abrasions.
With plasters on our knees, we soon forged
an unexpected camaraderie with other accident-prone visitors. Nusa Lembongan’s sandy
paths have claimed more than a few skinned
knees, it appears.
But it will not stop us from coming back to this
beautiful place again.

n We took a fast
boat from Sanur
on mainland
Bali to Nusa
Lembongan.
Check to
see if your
accommodation
on the island
can arrange the
transport.

Traveller’s tips

n We hired the
motorcycle
for 800,000
Indonesian
rupiah (76
Singapore
dollars) a day,
including fuel.
It had more
than enough
fuel to last the
day but if you
run out, there
are many stalls
selling small
bottles of fuel.
n Save your
shopping for
Bali unless you
are after a Nusa
Lembongan
T-shirt. It is a
hassle to lug
heavy bags onto
the boat, and
things also cost
more on Nusa
Lembongan,
which is not
surprising as
everything has
to be ferried in
by boat.

