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BON VOYAGE

Sun, sand and sea E

Down Under
Rachel Tan goes on a road trip to explore

beautiful beaches and make interesting
discoveries at Sunshine Coast

xpressways lined with lush greenery
are a familiar sight in Singapore. But a
highway on a white sandy beach?
Not unless you are in Australia, at least.
Sunshine Coast’s 40 Mile Beach is a designated government sand highway that runs
from lovely seaside suburb Noosa Heads to
the quiet charming coastal town of Rainbow
Beach, where highway and road rules apply.
It is ideal for a road trip on a four-wheel
drive (4WD).
If you cannot drive, or prefer to relax and
leave the hard work of driving for a full day
to someone else, I would recommend the
Great Beach Drive 4WD Tours. I knew I was
in good hands with my guide Glenn Wiggins,
an expert driver who is adept at manoeuvring
the sandy terrain in this region.
CONTINUED ON D8

Above: At Sunshine
Coast, you can
drive along 40 Mile
Beach, a designated
government sand
highway that runs
from Noosa Heads
to Rainbow Beach.
Left: Great camping
points can be found
along your drive,
so you can stop
and pitch a tent
to chill out.
PHOTOS: GREAT BEACH
DRIVE 4WD TOURS
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After watching many others swim
and surf along the beach, it was
finally time for me to take a dip here.
Swim in the sea, or dip in the beautiful
shallow saltwater lagoon — perfect for
those who may not be confident to tackle
big waves. The best part? You are able to
swim in it all year round, without having
to don a wetsuit at all.
I enjoyed the amazing scenic views
while wading through the lagoon and
even saw some soldier crabs scurrying
across the sand. If you are lucky, you can
even spy turtles and fish as some sea
creatures can get trapped in the lagoon
at low tide.

Sun, sand and sea

Down Under
CONTINUED FROM D7

As we began our journey, Glenn pointed
out several birds and sea creatures, such
as the striking blue blubber jellyfish and
adorable oystercatchers affectionately
called pipi birds. The latter feed on pipis,
which are mollusks found just a few
centimetres below the surface of a sandy
beach.
I also learnt how to do the “pipi
dance” — a little twist that you do
barefooted. This action creates a little
hole in the sand to bring the pipis to
the surface when water washes over
the indents. We picked out the pipis,
then placed them “feet” down onto the
sand and watched them slowly burrow
back underground.
Along the 40 Mile Beach at Sunshine
Coast are some great camping points,
especially during summer. A truck makes
regular deliveries of ice and basic food

Swim in the sea or dip in a shallow saltwater lagoon at Honeymoon Bay.

CHAN BROTHERS JAPAN CARNIVAL

The famous
coloured sands
and coloured
sand rocks
(inset picture) at
Rainbow Beach,
which are the
result of the
vibrant sand
dune system with
over 40 different
shades of colour.

items along the beach, so you have fewer
things to pack.
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Honeymoon Bay

Double Island Point

This is the place to be if you love
marine life. You will find plenty of
them, from dolphins to turtles and manta
rays. Even humpback whales, if you are
there from June to October. When I was
there last November, I spotted pods of
dolphins, including a rare white one.
When viewed from a distance, Double
Island Point looks like two separate
islands in the sea, which explains its
name by Captain James Cook in 1770. It
is also home to an iconic lighthouse that
offers breathtaking panoramic views
from Noosa to Fraser Island.
Anyone can get to the lighthouse on
foot, but why walk when you can drive?
Only Great Beach Drive 4WD Tours
has licensed key access to drive up to
the lighthouse.

GETTING THERE

I took a direct flight with
Singapore Airlines to
Brisbane from Singapore,
before going on a twohour drive to Noosa
Heads. The latter can
also be reached by train
|or bus, which costs
between A$20 (S$19)
to A$40.

Traveller’s tips
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Enjoying panoramic views from Noosa to Fraser Island near the lighthouse at Double Island Point.
PHOTOS: RACHEL TAN, GREAT BEACH DRIVE 4WD TOURS

Rainbow Beach

We stopped for a late
lunch at the final stop
of our tour at this small coastal
town with a population of
about 1,100. Fun fact: movie star
Chris Hemsworth frequents Rainbow
Beach. Too bad I did not get to meet
him here.
On our way back, we checked out
the famous coloured sands of Australia.
This attraction is exactly as its name
describes: a picturesque vibrant sand
dune system with over 40 different shades
of colour. It is a natural phenomenon that
occurred over thousands of years due to

leached vegetation and the oxidation of
iron-ore minerals.
Interestingly, this was when I got to
know more about Aboriginal culture.
I learnt that the Indigenous Australian
Gubbi Gubbi people use the sands to
make paints in different hues for decorating their didgeridoos and artwork.
And of course, I had to have a go at
playing and painting with the different
colours. It was fun and I was once again
awed by nature’s marvellous offerings.
The writer’s trip is sponsored by Tourism
and Events Queensland, Tourism Australia and Singapore Airlines.

 You can only drive on
40 Mile Beach with a
4WD. Otherwise you
risk getting your car
stuck in sand and being
washed away by the
currents. You can engage
experienced guides
from the Great Beach
Drive 4WD Tours (www.
greatbeachdrive4wdtours.
com) for peace of mind.
 The heat can get quite
intense at the beach.
Make sure you apply
adequate sunscreen
and bring along a wide
brimmed, floppy sun hat
when you hit the beach.

If you love travelling in the Land of the Rising
Sun, don’t miss this event at Chan Brothers Japan
Travel Centre located at 150 South Bridge Road,
Fook Hai Building (#01-12) from Friday
to Sunday.
One of the noteworthy deals is the 7D6N
Unique Hokkaido Sakura Edition from $3,888.
Get 50 per cent off the second person with
every booking with the departure period in
May only.
This package will cover places of interest
in Hakodate, Lake Toya, Shakotan, Otaru,
Furano, Biei and Sapporo. It also features
a two-minute helicopter ride over Lake Toya,
one-night accommodation each at Lake Toya
and Furano onsen resorts and afternoon tea
with complimentary exquisite porcelain cup.
Terms and conditions apply.
You can also call 6212-9590 or visit Sale.
ChanBrothers.com for booking and enquiries.

Have YOU SEEN the
REAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA?

The Pinnacles, Western Australia
HOTLINE: 6212
$400 OFF
PER
COUPLE*

8D THE DISTANCE BETWEEN PERTH &
CORAL COAST CAMPERVAN CONVOY
WITH MEDIACORP ARTISTE SHANE POW
Return Airfare by Singapore Airlines
Return Airport Transfer
2N Accommodation in Perth With Daily Breakfast
5N Holiday Park Powered Site Camping Fee
6D Campervan Rental With Max. Insurance
& “Sizzle and Stay Connected” Bundle
Caversham Wildlife Park Admission
4WD Sand Dunes Adventure
Sunset, Dinner & Stargazing Tour at The Pinnacles
Welcome & Farewell Dinners (Min. 20 Pax)
Fully Escorted From Singapore (Min. 20 Pax)

SPECIAL DEP: JUN 1

AS
SEEN ON
TV

ASIA GLOBAL VACATION

2358

(based on 4 berth) all-in fare fr $

PACKAGE TOURS

HOTLINE: 6212

UP TO
$300 OFF
PER
COUPLE*

9660

UP TO
$300 OFF
PER
COUPLE*

6D PERTH, FREMANTLE
& FARM STAY
Farm Stay With Aussie Hospitality
Hand-Feeding of Kangaroos at
Caversham Wildlife Park Scenic Views
of Swan River on Captain Cook Cruise
UNESCO World Heritage Site
Fremantle Prison
Dep: Apr - Sep

9684

7D SOUTHWEST,
PERTH & SWAN VALLEY
STAY
IN
LE
FREMANT

1988

fr $

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change fr $0 to $140

Stay at Busselton Beach Resort
Caversham Wildlife Park Farm Show
Local Winery With Wine Tasting
Panoramic Views at
Kings Park & Botanic Garden
Dep: Apr - Sep

1D
ASY
FREE & RETH
IN PE

2188

fr $

*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. While stocks last.
All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)

CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6438 8880
150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm

www.ChanBrothersAustralia.com

6704 9199

www.AsiaGlobalvacation.com 101 Upper Cross Street #02-56 People’s Park Centre • Mon-Fri: 11am - 8pm | Sat: 11am - 7pm | Sun & PH: 1pm- 7pm (TA1549)

Nominations now
open for the
Most Inspiring
Tamil Teachers’
Award 2019

Forms can be downloaded at
www.tamilmurasu.com.sg
and
www.tllpc.sg

To subscribe to Tamil Murasu call 6388 3838

