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Sail past
mediaeval
villages and
castles in
Germany on
a Rhine river
cruise.
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Go with the flow
Christina Chung points out

what you can discover on
a cruise along three of
Europe’s enchanting rivers

MEDIAEVAL towns, charming
castles, majestic cathedrals, pretty
vineyards and sleepy villages — a
European river cruise offers a leisurely way to enjoy breathtaking
sights.
Multi-day cruises allow you
time to step ashore and discover
the varied scenery in fabled cities,
vibrant towns and the vast outdoors.
Here’s a look at what you can
enjoy if you go on a cruise along
three major European rivers.

The Rhine

Be ferried into a bygone era along
the famous Rhine. Here, countless
fairy-tale castles, centuries of
history and culture, along with
spectacular scenery and some of
Germany’s oldest cities, are yours
to discover.
The 1,250km-long river runs
through six countries. You can
start your journey in Amsterdam
in the Netherlands, which is connected to the river by a canal, and

sail through four countries. Spend
time in historic cities such as
Mainz, Cologne and Rüdesheim
in Germany; Strasbourg in France;
and Basel in Switzerland.
The popular Amsterdam-Basel
route, which usually takes one
week, features castles and winegrowing towns. Keep your eyes
peeled for the Lorelei rock near
Sankt Goarshausen in Germany,
a sheer 132m-high cliff where a
mythical beautiful siren was said
to have lured sailors to their death.
A Rhine river cruise offers an
eclectic mix of shore excursions.
You can be exploring the cobbled
streets of a mediaeval village like
Colmar in France one day and
soaking in the vibes of a vibrant
city like Basel the next. You’ll visit
the mediaeval Marksburg Castle
in Germany and Gothic churches
like Cologne Cathedral, enjoy
wine tasting in Eberbach Abbey in
Germany, a former monastery, and
stroll along a tranquil canal in Strasbourg’s La Petite France district.

INFO

n From April to October,
there are about 300
riverboat departures
along the Rhine by cruise
operators including
Emerald Waterways,
Lueftner Cruises, Riviera
Travel and Viking River
Cruises.
n Tauck’s (www.tauck.com)
eight-day Castles on the
Rhine: Family Riverboat
Adventure takes you on
expeditions to castles; a
cycling adventure through
forests and vineyards or a
ride on the world’s steepest
cogwheel train in the Swiss
Alps; as well as for fondue
and chocolate tastings, and
more.
n From US$4,490 (S$5,900).
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Budapest’s
suspension
chain bridge
links both Buda
and Pest and
its magnificent
Parliament
House are sights
to behold along
the Danube.
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The Danube

The 2,860km-long Danube, which
flows east from the Black Forest
in Germany to the Black Sea in
Romania, is the second-longest
river in Europe, passing through
10 countries and four national
capitals.
Most cruises start and end in
Germany’s Passau, less than two
hours’ drive from Munich. Oneweek sailings between Budapest
in Hungary and Passau are also
popular.
On the Danube, you’ll glide past
ancient castles, lush vineyards
and sleepy river towns.
A highlight is the Wachau
Valley, a Unesco World Heritage

Site between the Austrian towns
of Krem and Melk, where you’ll be
greeted by picturesque vineyards
and villages.
Indulge your senses in cultural
Vienna in Austria — the music
capital of the world — as well as
sizzling Budapest, which is wellknown for its thermal springs.
Docking at Linz, a city in
Austria’s wine-growing region,
you can embark on excursions
to Durnstein, an idyllic village in
the Wachau region and home to
a mediaeval castle and Augustine
monastery; Salzburg, Mozart’s
birthplace and the location of
Hollywood
blockbuster, The
Sound Of Music; or Esztergom,

INFO

n Cruise operators on the Danube include
AmaWaterways, CroisiEurope, Crystal Cruises and
Scenic Cruises.
n Go on one of the popular Christmas market cruises.
Warm up with a traditional gluhwein (spiced mulled
wine) in spice-scented air amid festive stalls in
small towns and large cities alike. Amadeus’ (www.
amadeus-rivercruises.com) seven-day Magic of
Advent on the Danube cruise is priced from US$1,156.

Hungary’s royal residence until
the 13th century.
Cruising the less-explored
Lower Danube takes passengers
through the rich wildlife of the
region, a bird-watcher’s paradise.

It passes through Hungary, Serbia,
Croatia, Bulgaria and Romania.
Some of these two-week cruises
include stays in Budapest and
Romanian capital Bucharest at
the start and end of the trips,

while stops include Slovakian
capital Bratislava and Belgrade in
Serbia, one of the oldest capital
cities in Europe.
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The Douro

INFO

n The luxurious
Spirit of
Chartwell has
just 14 double
cabins and one
suite. Operated
by Douro Azul
(www.douroazul.
com), it used to
carry passengers
on the River
Thames. In
2012, it was
selected to be
the royal barge
as part of Queen
Elizabeth II’s
Diamond Jubilee
celebrations.
Expect the
finest interior
furnishings and
impeccable
service on your
eight-day cruise.
n From €1,905
(S$3,100).

Hop on a cruise on Portugal’s Douro
river to drink in the beautiful scenery and the region’s sweet wines.
You’ll enjoy an intimate and
laidback cruise with vessels
smaller than those on the Rhine
and Danube.
A typical itinerary is a seven-night sailing from Vila Nova
de Gaia pier and Porto across
the river, to Vega de Terron, on
the border with Spain. From this
point, the 897km-long river is no
longer navigable.
Those who enjoy a good tipple
will appreciate visiting the Unesco
World Heritage city of Porto. Port,
or Portuguese fortified wine, is the
national drink produced exclusively in the Douro Valley.
Expect to spend a generous
amount of time on the water,
away from the crowds and hectic
sightseeing. You’ll find yourself
surrounded by gorgeous rural
terrain, be it the lush vineyard
regions closer to Porto or the
rugged landscapes nearer the
border with Spain.
Make stops at small, rural
villages. At Regua, go on an
excursion to Lamego to see the
18th-century Sanctuary of Our
Lady of Good Remedy pilgrimage
church, or port wine tastings in
the town of Pinhão.
Salamanca in Spain is a twohour drive from Vega de Terron.
The Old City of Salamanca is
a Unesco World Heritage Site
known for its golden limestone
buildings and university dating
back to the 12th century.

Sip port, the national drink of Portugal, on deck when you cruise down the Douro. PHOTOS: ISTOCK, VIKING

